[E‐Mail from John C. Clay, Jr, grandson of John Clay Sr, PDG to the President of the San Marino Rotary
Club, Isaac Hung]

June 2, 2013
Dear Isaac,
I am the Immediate Past President of the Rotary Club of Oxnard as well as the current programs chair,
web editor and Assistant Governor for District 5240, 2013‐2014. I was working on our web page and
decided to see what would pop up in Google as I typed fellow Rotarians names along with Rotary into
the search engine. As I typed in Rotary John Clay I came across a PDF file talking about my grandfather
as President of your club. I would like for you to thank the Rotarian responsible for your history project
on my behalf. My father, John Clay Sr., is the son Johnny 10 in the letter. He was the President of
Pasadena East, Rotary Club of Ventura and the Rotary Club of Oxnard. We are currently in the Rotary
Club of Oxnard together. My older brother Jeff Kroeker is in the Rotary Club of Lake Arrowhead and my
Aunt Jane, 5 at the time of the letter so she must have had a sitter, is in the Rotary Club of Alhambra.
My grandfather later became the District Governor of 5300. I cannot express to you how neat it was to
come across these documents and to be able to share them with my family. Some of my fondest
memories growing up are attending Rotary events with my father. Mostly because I would get to leave
school to attend lunch. It was exciting to learn that my Grandfather had also taken my father to Rotary
events. Jack McClenahan, District Governor of 5240 2013‐2014, always introduces me as the Rotarian
that brings his family with him to Rotary events. He usually includes a story about how I brought my
wife, an infant and toddler to a District Conference when Jack’s wife Jane was District Governor. I have
yet to tell him how nervous I was to bring them as I had yet to see any children at any such events. It
was encouraging to see that I was not only following in my father’s footsteps but also my grandfathers
footsteps by including my family in my Rotary experience. On another note, I had the Managing Partner
of my firm, Andrew Crowell, speak to my club last year and I learned that he was an Ambassadorial
Scholar of your club in 1987‐1988. It’s a small world. Who knows, maybe one day I will run for District
Governor. If that were to occur I would focus on incorporating family into Rotary. Again, please thank
the person responsible for adding these documents to the web. I have a box in my garage of our Rotary
Newsletters that date back to the end of time. It has always been on my list to scan and post these to
our site. Now I have more reason to do so. www.oxnardrotary.com
John C. Clay

